
The Engagement Ring Dispute: Should the Jilted Man Get it Back? 
 

Read this scenario about an engagement ring dispute; then follow the instructions for writing 
your essay. 

  
Ed and Sue had gone “steady” throughout high school. Despite attending 

colleges in different states, they continued their high school relationship as a couple. 
Both were home from their respective schools during their senior year. Ed asked that 
important question---- Would Sue marry him, becoming his wife? Extending a 
beautiful, two carat diamond ring, Ed was filled with love. Likewise, an excited Sue, 
feeling love for him, quickly agreed, extending her finger to allow him to place the 
costly ring on it. Next, they decided on a date for the movie-like LOVE STORY 
nuptials.  

Yet, as time passed, Sue’s passion for Ed cooled. She had second thoughts about 
her earlier decision. Would he be a good provider? Were there other more attractive 
men if she waited? Besides, dating one person for so long had limited her fun. Why not 
have some enjoyment before she decided on that special one who would be her husband 
for life?  

Ultimately, her doubts won out so that she wrote a “Dear Ed” letter. A 
despondent Ed became so morose and discouraged with life that he lost interest in his 
day-job. This resulted in poor performance reviews leading to being fired. And, of 
course, he could no longer send in payments on Sue’s ring. When he asked Sue to return 
the $10,000 ring, she refused.  

 
Group Activities: In-class, the groups should use all the steps involved in the writing 
process. Each group will address the situation from one of the perspectives listed below.  
 
Group 1: Compose a letter from Ed to Sue stating why she must return the ring 
 
Group 2: Compose a letter from Sue to Ed setting forth her argument for not returning the 
ring.  
 
Group3: Compose a letter from Ed to the jewelry store (name the store) explaining his 
dilemma and asking for an extended payment plan.  
 
Group 4: As the jewelry store proprietor, detail the case for refusing to grant Ed’s request for 
the extended payment plan and insist, in the letter to Ed, that the ring be returned 
immediately.  
 
.  
 
 
Finally, have each group share its letter with the entire class.  
 
*From the Developmental Educators’ Handbook, Betty and Jerry Woodfill, Editors/Authors 


